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We are so excited for you!  
Every baptism is unique and special because every person is unique and special. It’s awesome that you 
desire to have a closer relationship with God. We want to help you take the next step. 

Depending on your background you might have a different view or experience of baptism. That’s why 
we’re going to describe the way we practice it here at Minier Christian Church and explain why we do it 
the way we do it and what it means for us.  

At MCC, we practice baptism of the repentant believer by immersion in water. It’s when someone 
chooses for themselves to publicly express their commitment to Jesus. And there are many 
reasons why we do it that way and why we think it is so important for you to consider getting baptized.  

1. CHRISTIAN BAPTISM TRACES IT’S ROOTS ALL THE WAY BACK     
    TO JESUS HIMSELF.  

“Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River  
to be baptized by John.”  

- Matthew 3:13 
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JESUS WAS BAPTIZED AS AN EXAMPLE FOR US TO FOLLOW.  

 Jesus said he wanted to be baptized "to fulfill all righteousness” - Matthew 3:15 

JESUS WAS BAPTIZED TO REVEAL WHO HE IS & WHAT HE WAS ON EARTH TO DO.  

 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.                      
             At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a  
 dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love;  
 with him I am well pleased. - Matthew 3:16-17 

JESUS WAS BAPTIZED SO WE COULD EXPERIENCE IT.

WHY BAPTISM?



2. THE FIRST CHRISTIANS WERE BAPTIZED.  
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this:  
God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  
- Acts 2:36 

“When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” (v.37) 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. (v.38)  

“Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day.”  (V. 41) 

3. BAPTISM IS PART OF WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW JESUS. 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations… “…baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20 

4. THE BIBLE WRITERS CHOOSE TO USE THE WORD BAPTISM FOR   
    WHAT IT REPRESENTS. 
baptizo = dip, dunk, submerge or plunge all the way in.  

It was the word used to describe a shipwreck that resulted in the vessel being fully submerged under 
water. 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. - Romans 6:3-4 

5. BELIEF AND BAPTISM ARE CLOSELY CONNECTED. 
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then  
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they replied, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household. Then they spoke the word of the Lord to 
him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their 
wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. - Acts 16:29-33 5 



6. BAPTISM IS PUTTING YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION. 
Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told 
him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam”. So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. - John 9:6-7 

Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.- James 2:17 

7. BAPTISM HELPS YOU MAKE YOUR FAITH YOUR VERY OWN. 
1. Baptism says you believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

2. Getting baptized also acknowledges that you need it. 

3. Baptism is choosing the death and resurrection of yourself. 

8. BAPTISM IS ABOUT NEW LIFE. 
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. - Romans 6:11 

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. - Galatians 3:27 

9. BAPTISM IS ABOUT JOINING GOD’S FAMILY. 
Jesus and the people he makes holy all belong to the same family. This is why he isn’t ashamed to call 
them his brothers and sisters. - Hebrews 2:11 

10. BAPTISM IS FOR TODAY. 
Philip began with that very passage 
of Scripture and told him the good 
news about Jesus. As they traveled 
along the road, they came to some 
water and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water. What can stand in 
the way of my being baptized?” And 
he gave orders to stop the chariot. 
Then both Philip and the eunuch 
went down into the water and Philip 
baptized him.  
- Acts 8:35-38 
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#1 You should be baptized if you were baptized as an infant and you want to 
make your faith your own. 

It’s not a contradiction to what they did. It’s a completion of it. 

#2 You should be baptized if you are already committed to Jesus but you have 
not been baptized yet. 

“Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water.They have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. (Acts 10:47-48).  

For you it might be more of an act of surrender than an act of salvation. 

#3 You should be baptized if you are ready to make a commitment to Jesus as 
your Savior and Lord for the first time. 

You are ready to be baptized if…  
1. You ACKNOWLEDGE your need for Jesus.  
2. You BELIEVE that Jesus is God and 

Savior. And… 
3. You COMMIT to making him your Lord 

and living for Him. 

Baptism is not the finish line but the starting 
line. 

In the Bible, Jesus wanted people to come 
to him just as they were.  

Nobody get’s cleaned up before they take a 
bath. That doesn’t even make logical sense.  

Baptism is about you saying  
“I’M READY TO GET STARTED.” 
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3 REASONS TO BE BAPTIZED



We have discovered making a Baptism Story Video is the most effective way to 1.) get other people to 
think about becoming baptized, 2.) to ensure both services have a chance to see it and celebrate it and 
3.) help people get to know you.  

Video taping takes about 5 minutes, after editing actual time is around 3 times. We prefer the interview 
style of taping, so a script will not be needed. There are no right or wrong answers, so relax and just 
speak from your heart. You will be able to suggest a song to be played during your video.  

Here are the questions you will be asked: 
1. Say your name and your experience at MCC. (For instance: How long you have attended MCC? 

What positive changes you see happening, etc.) 
2. What people, events or circumstances have contributed to your belief in God? 
3. What lead you to make the decision to get baptized? Also, tell us about the Sunday you came 

forward (what was going on in your heart and head).  
4. In your own words, what does baptism mean to you?  
5. What would you say to someone else that is thinking about getting baptized? 
6. When it comes to your relationship with God, could you describe one thing that helps you draw 

closer to God? (for instance: praying, bible reading, serving others, worship songs, talking about 
God to others, enjoying God in nature, etc.) 

When the video is completed we can send the video to you for approval before we post it on social 
media or share it with the congregation. We usually show your video the Sunday after the baptism and 
post it on our Website and Facebook Page the following day. 

You can watch more Baptism Story Videos at miniercc.org/im-new/baptism. 
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YOUR BAPTISM STORY 

http://miniercc.org/im-new/baptism
http://miniercc.org/im-new/baptism


“Do you want someone, of the same gender, to 
encourage you in your spiritual walk?”
Life is a journey, a road we all travel. It’s how God designed it. But He didn’t intend for us to walk 
the road alone. Rather He tells us to surround ourselves with people who will come alongside of 
us, provide direction and wisdom, encourage us to stay on course, challenge us to push 
ourselves, and hold us accountable. That is what Jesus did with his disciples.

A mentor is simply someone who comes alongside of someone else. The purpose of a 
mentor is to help others navigate the ups and downs of their life’s journey and to urge them to 
carry on towards Christ-likeness. A mentor is someone who is further along in their spiritual 
journey than the Mentee. That does not necessarily mean they are an older person.

The goals of Mentoring includes:
1. Provide an example of an imperfect person striving to live out Christ-likeness. 
2. Develop a friendship with your Mentee. 
3. Encourage your Mentee with Biblical promises, kind words, etc. 
4. Support your Mentee by providing them with resources, advice, teaching, etc..
5. Hold your Mentee accountable by asking them challenging questions. 

This map is called a “life map” 
because it is a depiction of your 
life. Completing the Life Map will 
help you begin to understand your 
starting point, your journey, and 
your destination. It’s important for 
you to do this with your Mentor. 
Your role is to answer the 
questions as honestly as possible. 
It would be helpful to revisit 
your Life Maps periodically with 
your mentor. 
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MENTORING RELATIONSHIP 



Q: “But I was baptized as a baby, should I be baptized again?” 
A: Some were christened as babies in the church. I think it’s a credit to your parents that they were 
so committed to your spiritual growth.  It was a choice your parents made. But at the same time, we 
know that every single instance of baptism in the New Testament, two things were true: 1. The 
person who was baptized was old enough that it was their choice. 2. Baptism was by immersion, by 
going under the water.  

I challenge you to take the step of faith for yourself. Make the choice to be baptized for yourself. The 
way I look at it is, you are completing the commitment that your parents made for you when you were 
a child.  You should get baptized! 

Q: “I have already been baptized by immersion as a repentant believer, 
what if I feel like I should I do it again?” 
A: According to the Bible you don’t need to be baptized again. The first one counts. However, 
sometimes I have seen people get baptized again as a public recommitment of their faith. As an 
example, a marriage that falls on hard times or the couple separates but decides to get back 
together; it is not necessary to have another wedding ceremony but sometimes they choose to 
renew their vows publicly to express their recommitment to one another. It is the same with your 
relationships with God, if you wish to publicly reconnect and recommit to God, I think that is a great 
choice! You should be baptized again.  

Q: “Do I have to be baptized to be saved?” 
A: We leave that up to God, He’s the judge. Could God. 
save someone who sincerely believes but has not been 
baptized? Absolutely! A few people take this way too far 
and say that if someone believes in Jesus, confesses their 
faith in Christ, but is killed in a car crash on their way to the 
church to be baptized, they won’t be saved. That’s 
ridiculous. God is a loving, gracious God who is not looking 
to throw someone out of Heaven on a technicality.  

However, God did not put the simple commands of belief, 
repentance and baptism in scripture for us to label as 
optional or not essential? We don’t think so.  

So what we tell people who ask, “do I have to get baptized 
to be saved?” is the wrong attitude. The right attitude says, 
“I GET TO BE BAPTIZED!” I get to re-enact the death, 
burial, and resurrection of my Lord as he commanded me 
to. Since He’s my Lord and Savior, I’ll gladly do whatever 
He commands.” 
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COMMON QUESTIONS



Q: “Isn’t believing that Jesus rose from the dead enough?”  
A: Merely believing that Jesus rose from the dead is not enough. You need to put your trust in him. You 
can believe that a certain person would make a great spouse, but that’s not enough to make that 
person your husband or wife. You must go beyond intellectual belief and put your trust in that person 
by saying “I do.” By getting baptized you are putting your beliefs by obeying His command and 
pledging your allegiance to God.  

Trusting Him is not just a decision of the head but one of the heart. As someone once said, “The 
distance between heaven and hell is about eighteen inches – the distance between the head and the 
heart.” 
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Q: “Do I need to have my life all together before I get baptized?” 
Baptism is NOT for those who have their lives together. Getting ourselves together comes from the 
idea that we want to have something to do with our salvation. However salvation requires us to admit 
that we need a Rescuer. Baptism is actually a commitment by those who don’t have it all together and 
admit that they cannot do this on their own and need God’s help in Jesus. Think about it, you don’t get 
cleaned up to take a bath. You take a bath to get cleaned up.  That’s baptism! Just come as you are to 
get cleaned up! Also, Baptism is the starting line not the finish line. The truth is you can’t get your life 
together without the power of the Holy Spirit helping you.  

Q: “Will God forgive me for the bad things I’ve done?” 
The people Peter preached to, in the book of Acts, were the people that killed Jesus. You may have 
done some bad stuff in your life but you never yelled, “crucify him!” Peter told them, “You guys killed 
the Son of God.” When they heard this they were cut to the heart and said to Peter, “What shall we 
do?” And Peter told them what Jesus told him to say, “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus, 
for the forgiveness of sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and this promise is for you and 
your children and for all of you who are far off.” 

The Bible also tells us, in the book of Acts, Saul of Tarsus was killing Christians. You think you have 
done some bad stuff? Jesus appears to him in a bright light, Saul goes blind. He then goes to Ananias. 
Paul says, “I have to follow Jesus, he knocked me off my horse, what am I suppose to do? Ananias 
said, “What are you waiting for get up and be baptized and wash your sins away. Calling on his name.” 
So that’s what I would say to you. No matter what you have done, God loves you, forgives you and 
desires for you to be reborn through baptism. 



Q: “What if I didn’t bring clothes or a towel to dry off with?” 
A: We have different sizes of t-shirts as well as towels and shorts for your use. Along with that we have 
zip lock bags for your valuables! Blow dryers are also available so you can still look pretty! We also 
have a lots of people ready to serve you in any way to make this the best experience for you.   

Q: “What about my kids, I’d like them to be a part of this?” 
A: In anticipation of planned or spontaneous baptism decision, we reserve the front row for our 1-5th 
graders to afford them the opportunity to witness the baptism.  

Q: “Should I wait for my family to come before I get baptized? 
A: You should still get baptized! Here is why; we have photographers here to capture the moment so 
you can share it with your family and friends later.  If you sense God is calling your name for you to 
take this step, don’t put it off. They may never come. Besides, this is about you and God.  
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Q: “Isn’t just praying and asking God for salvation enough?” 
A: There is NOTHING wrong with praying to “ask Jesus into your heart” – or even saying the sinner’s 
prayer (as long as you don’t stop there). The problem is, it is foreign to the Bible! Where do you find it? 
Peter, in Acts 2, could have easily said to the crowd, “repent, bow your head and pray this sinner’s 
prayer.” If he had done that, that’s what we would do as well. But he didn’t! He simply obeyed his 
Lord’s command to “go into all the world and preach the gospel, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…” So did everyone else in the early church. So that’s what we do.  



1. Choose who will baptize you.  
It can be anyone who is a baptized believer themselves. 
  
2. Pick out a day and time.  
We encourage people to get baptized during one of our 
Sunday services (8:45 & 10:30). However, we have 
baptized people on other days and/or locations. 

3. Schedule your baptism story video 
recording (NOT REQUIRED).  
It will only take about 10 minutes. It's best to create your 
video sometime the week before or after you get baptized. 

4. Invite your friends and family. 
You will be surprised who will come to church if asked. 
Especially on this special occasion. Who knows, maybe 
they will like it and come back! 

The day of your baptism:  
• Bring a swim suit or shorts and a t-shirt. Put them in a 

backstage changing room before the worship services begin or use the ones we have here. 

• During the invitation time (after the message), go forward (or to the cross) to meet the minister. The 
minister or person baptizing you will ask you to repeat a confession of faith:  “Do you believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God?” You would then simply REPEAT those words 
out loud:  “I believe – that Jesus is the Christ – the Son of the Living God.” You then go to the 
changing room to prepare for your baptism. 

• In the water, the person baptizing you will say, “Because you have confessed that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, you are now being baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. For the forgiveness of your sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
They will take your hands and place them over your mouth and nose and help you lay back in the 
water. Don’t forget to bend your knees. As they lower you they will say, “Buried with Christ in 
baptism.” And as they raise you they will say, “Rising to walk in the newness of life.” The 
person baptizing you will help you stand back up in the water. 

• Make sure you come back into the sanctuary after changing, to have your picture taken with 
your family and to be warmly greeted by your new church family! 13

GETTING READY



CONGRATULATIONS! You’ve made a big decision and we couldn’t be happier for you. 
You’re now part of something bigger, so jump in and make the most of it. Here’s how to keep the 
positive momentum going: 

1. Keep coming each week and bring someone with you. 
Your invitation could be as simple as saying, “I think God’s been doing something in my life. You should 
come with me to church this Sunday to check it out for yourself.” 

2. Develop the habit of studying the Bible. 
We have a FREE Life Application Study Bible or a Chronological Daily Reading Bible to help you get 
started with developing a habit of reading the Bible. There are also lots of additional online resources 
we recommend that you might enjoy. If you need help getting started, just let us know.  

3. Get connected to a Life Group or Ministry Team. 
These are the environments we believe have the biggest impact for your spiritual growth outside of the 
Sunday services. Check out our website for more info on them. I recommend Starting Point Group for 
anyone who has never been in a group before. I lead it and it repeats several times a year. 

4. Stay in communication with your mentor. 
A mentor is someone, who is a little further along in their spiritual journey, who comes alongside of you 
as you navigate your own spiritual journey. If you want a mentor and didn’t get connected to one, 
please let us know. 

If you’re unsure which resource or next step is best for you, or you have questions about other aspects 
of faith, have no fear! We’re here to help. Contact Rusty to talk about your best next step. He will either 
connect you with someone to help you or help you himself. We’re more than willing to meet you in your 
community over a cup of coffee, at the church or chat via email.

Rusty Richards 
Lead Minister at Minier Christian Church 
309.231.5065  
rustyr.mcc@gmail.com  

Visit the Church Website 
Follow our Facebook Page 
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AFTER YOUR BAPTISM
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Explore Faith.  
Experience Community.  

Starting Point is for all of us who are not pretending like we have 
faith figured out, and are honestly searching for answers and a 
closer relationship to God. It’s an 8-week conversational small 
group environment and safe place for you to ask questions and 
to learn about the Bible and Christianity.  

You will love Starting Point if you… 
• Are curious about God, Jesus, the Bible, or Christianity. 
• Have just began a relationship with Jesus. Or… 
• Would like to restart your faith journey.  

8-Sessions: Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm  
(childcare provided)

First Step will help you gain a better understanding of who we 
and what we are all about. It’s for anyone who has a desire to 
take next steps to get connected, draw closer to God or make 
MCC their spiritual home.  

At First Step You will get to: 
• Hangout and have lunch with MCC leaders. 
• Learn what we believe and what is most important to us. 
• Have a fun time meeting others who are new to MCC. 
• Hear about opportunities to make friends and contribute to 

the overall mission of the church. 

8-Sessions: Sunday, Noon-2:00pm  
(childcare & lunch provided)

Get Connected. 
Catch the Vision. 
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STARTING POINT

FIRST STEP



When we went under the 
water, we left the old  
country of sin behind; when 
we came up out of the water, 
we entered into the new 
country of grace —a new life 
in a new land.  

Romans 6:4 (MSG) 

405 E. Stringtown Rd., Minier, IL 61759 
309-392-2290, miniercc.org 


